[VEGF inhibitors in vitreoretinal interventions].
Vascular endothelial growth factor (VEGF) inhibitors are being used for an increasing number of indications. Beyond the classical use in exudative macular degeneration and macular edema, they are being used, for example off-label as additive treatment together with panretinal laser photocoagulation or in preparation for vitrectomy for ischemic retinopathy. In preparation for vitreoretinal surgery VEGF inhibitors are usually given prior to surgery. When given as an adjunct to laser treatment, VEGF inhibitors can be given either consecutively or parallel to laser photocoagulation. In most cases, however, anti-VEGF treatment does not render laser coagulation dispensable. The greatest danger with anti-VEGF treatment in the context of ischemic retinopathies lies in the fact that proliferative membranes are misjudged or overlooked. In these cases, anti-VEGF treatment can induce contraction of these membranes with induction of consecutive tractional retinal detachment. This review summarizes the current knowledge on VEGF inhibition as an adjunct to vitreoretinal surgery and also points out the gaps in the current knowledge and the need for further research.